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22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple 

courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How 

long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”  
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify 

about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know 

them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them 

out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of 

my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”  

 

I love walking into your worship area here at Shepherd of the Hills. It is so beautiful with the deep 

colored wood and the baptismal font in the middle and the beautiful cross and altar. This is a wonderful worship 

space for worshiping the one who has saved us. He is the center of our worship. Jesus loves us so much. Jesus is 

the reason we live. He is the center of our worship space here and his is the center of all we do and the center of 

our lives.  

And for some of us, this focus on Jesus brings to the forefront a question that has been gnawing on you 

for a while or maybe has come to you recently. Your question is, “Who are you, Jesus?” You are searching and 

wondering and curious about this person named Jesus. Who is he? This year is the 400th anniversary of 

Shakespeare’s death and I was reading an article about his influence on the world in the last centuries and it’s 

amazing. How many quotes? How many things have been inspired by him? How many allusions? Even if you 

know very little about Shakespeare you can’t escape his influence. It’s all around. And he was just one person. 

Now if we magnify that example by thousands, we’re getting closer to how much influence Jesus has in the 

world. It’s simply incredible if you let it sink it how much one person has touched the world—even purely from 

an outside perspective. Who are you, Jesus, that you have had so much influence in history?   

 For some of us, the question, “Who are you, Jesus?” may seem a little strange. You’ve known Jesus for 

a long time. Years or maybe decades. Can we who have known Jesus so long ask the question, “Who are you, 

Jesus?”? Now, I am not going to say that I am an expert on how relationships mature over a long time. Perhaps 

you can come find me in a few decades and I’ll be able to give you more personal insight on this point, but I’ll 

tell you what I’ve noticed so far in my life. I have really enjoyed getting to know my sister, Sarah, over the past 

5 years. Did I know her before? Yep. I grew up with her. But I have found that approaching a relationship with 

confidence that you do know the person and with the curiosity that constantly asks, “Who are you?” makes our 

relationship mature. How much more is this true with Jesus who is so vastly wonderful and grand in his love? 

Can we really say, “I know you too much, Jesus. Every single detail.” No, we can see Jesus and constantly say 

with an expectant smile, “Who are you, Jesus?” and wait eagerly for the answer.  

 For others of us, the question, “Who are you, Jesus?” may have a little zing or pain to it. You’ve ask the 

question or have talked to someone who is asking the question, “Who are you, Jesus?” in an attacking or 

skeptical standpoint. This is the tone we find in our reading today. “The Jews gathered around Jesus, saying, 

“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” There was some bite to their 

question. They were trying to pin Jesus down with their question. And Jesus still gives them an answer. In fact, 

his answer is perfect for all of us who ask, “Who are you, Jesus?”  

 This incident in the temple was not the first time someone asked and wondered who Jesus was. The 

question murmurs through the previous chapters of John like wind rustling the leaves of a tree. Who are you, 

Jesus? Who is this man? What is going on? This is something important. There was the time when Jesus said he 

was the bread of heaven. The people asked, “Who is this guy?” Others thought he was a good person. Others 

thought he was deceiving the people. “Who are you, Jesus?” They were wrestling with it. Chewing on it. 
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Contemplating it. Who is Jesus? The whispering continued. People wondered what the leaders thought. 

Assumptions made. Accusations hurled. Are you crazy, Jesus? Are you demon-possessed, Jesus? Are you the 

Messiah? The questions did not stop. 

It comes to a head when the leaders decide to ask Jesus the question that everyone was wondering about. 

And it makes for a very dramatic moment. It’s winter in Jerusalem. Maybe not too much snow, but cool and 

damp. Jesus was walking around the temple courtyard—under the covered porch-like, east side of the temple. 

The Jews find Jesus and surround him. Here they were going to get their answer. Who are you, Jesus? 

Remember that they were not asking for innocent and honest reasons—they wanted to stop Jesus. Yet Jesus 

answers. And his answer is for all who ask the question: who are you, Jesus?   

 “I did tell you.” What? You told us? When? “My miracles tell who I am.” Jesus did miracles. Those 

miracles flowed from his love and compassion, but they also served the double purpose of telling people who he 

was—the Messiah. The one God was going to send to save. And these miracles were right in front of the 

people. There was the time when Jesus healed a man who had been crippled for almost 4 decades. There was 

the time when Jesus healed a royal official’s son and he didn’t even have to go and see the sick boy to heal him. 

He healed him instantly. And just before this confrontation with the Jewish leaders, they too saw one of Jesus’ 

miracles of healing a man who was born blind. But they refused to believe what the miracle was telling them—

that Jesus was God’s promised Son.  

 We’ve seen them too! You may be asking, “When did I ever see these miracles of Jesus? I wasn’t 

there.” But we have seen them and these miracles are for us too! They’re not only for the people back then. 

We’ve seen them in the Bible and they are for us. John writes a few chapters later “But these [miraculous signs] 

are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name.” (John 20:31) Reading through this book—the Bible—we can ask the question, “Who are you, 

Jesus?” And Jesus answers in his miracles—I am the Savior. I love. I am powerful. And I am both of these—

both love and power—for you.  

Jesus answers with his miracles and he also continues his answer. My family has a reunion most every 

year—we call it the Schulte Reunion. That makes sense. A couple of years ago, my parents were out of town, 

but my sister and I said, “We’ll go to the reunion anyway.” So we went to the reunion and I still can’t believe it. 

Out of the 25 or so people who were there my sister and I were the only Schulte’s. Two Schulte’s at the Schulte 

Family Reunion. Needless to say, but we had to ask a lot of questions. How are you related to me? What’s the 

connection? “Who are you?” happened to be the most common question. And the answer was always a 

relationship. I’m your dad’s cousin. Or I am your great aunt’s second husband. The answer was always a 

relationship. Jesus answers in the same way.  

Who are you Jesus? Jesus is the shepherd of the sheep. We are his sheep and he is our good and loving 

shepherd. And it’s a fitting relationship, isn’t it? Sheep depend on their shepherd in all things as we do with 

Jesus. Probably the best known section about Jesus being our shepherd is Psalm 23.  

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

He leads me beside quiet waters,  

He restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.  

 I will fear no evil,  

 for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me; 

 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

 You anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 

 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 

 And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
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There are a lot of beautiful things in this psalm. I would like to point one thing out for us this morning. This is 

poetry. English poetry often likes rhyming words. Sky, fly, apple pie. For Hebrew writing—they enjoyed 

placing a key thought, something special right in the center of the poem. What is the center of Psalm 23 

counting the words in Hebrew—for you are with me. For you are with me. This is our relationship with our 

Good Shepherd. (I’ll have a PowerPoint probably, Pastor.) 

 Who are you, Jesus? We now have his miracles telling us the answer. We have his relationship to us 

telling us the answer. And we have Jesus’ promises telling us who he is. As our shepherd, Jesus gives beautiful 

promises. They are pure gospel promises. Who but our Savior Jesus could give us promises like these? 

a.) I know them. Jesus knows us! This is not a casual acquaintance relationship. He knows what 

we need. He knows where we’re at. He knows us.  

b.) I give them eternal life. A gift. The biggest gift we could ever wish for or imagine.  

c.) They shall never perish. These hardly need any commentary—they just need to be soaked in.  

  d.) No one can snatch them out of my hand. We are safe in our Savior’s hands.  

e.) No one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. And if the last one wasn’t confidence 

building enough—this one seals the deal. Safe in God’s hands.  

Now, the devil does not like these gospel promises one bit. He wants to steal them from us more than 

any pickpocket wanted anyone’s watch or wallet. These little gems are dangerous for the devil when they are in 

a believer’s heart.  

 Imagine the difficulty the devil has trying to tempt you to doubt your salvation when you have Jesus’ 

words, “I give them eternal life” in your heart. 

 Imagine how frustrated the devil gets when he is trying to get a believer who is being mocked to despair 

and lash out at God when the believer finds daily comfort in Jesus’ words, “I know them.” 

 Imagine how aggravated the devil gets when people are wary of the devil, but not terrified of him, 

because they have God’s promise that no one can snatch them out of his hand close at hand.  

These gospel, good news, promises are no friends of the devil. He doesn’t want people to have them. One of his 

tactics is simply to steal them away, but it is much easier if the devil convinces us to toss these jewels away 

ourselves. Let me explain.  

The devil misapplies words. When he tempted Jesus he used a Bible passage. Throw yourself down 

from the highest point of the temple, Jesus, because the Bible says that God will command his angels to protect 

you. There it is—the devil using a good promise of God in the wrong way. God tells us about the angels he 

sends to guard us in order to comfort us, not so that we jump from buildings. There is a right way and a wrong 

way to use a Bible passage.  

And the devil does the same with these words up on the screen. Good promises. Beautiful promises. 

They are meant to comfort us. But do some make us uncomfortable? What about, “They shall never perish,” or 

“No one can snatch them out of my hand”? Does that make us ask the questions, “What about falling away?” 

“Is Jesus saying too much here?” We almost wish Jesus wasn’t so bold in his sayings. Boy, Jesus, you shouldn’t 

have said it that way. It causes too many problems. I’m uncomfortable with you saying that. We want to water it 

down. “I wish Jesus just said, ‘I will protect them,’ instead of ‘they will never perish.’” It would be easier to 

swallow. We see the promises as challenges or things to worry about not as things to help us. 

And those are the thoughts that the devil likes to hear and tries to encourage. If he can distance us from 

Jesus’ words, he distances us away from Jesus. What the devil does not tell us and what we often forget is that 

those Bible passages are not meant to cause doubt or to scare us. They are designed to give us the comfort we 

need at the exact moment we need it no matter what we are feeling.  

Am I sad? A bit down? Worried? A lot or a little? Scared? About what? Why? After asking ourselves 

those question, we can pick one of these truths or the thousand other ones in scripture to apply to ourselves. It’s 

a constant awareness of what is going on inside of us and how we are reacting. And we grow in our awareness 

of what is going on inside of us. When the devil starts to use these good news messages to scare us or worry us, 

we need to tell him. “Devil, don’t you dare use one of Jesus’ good news truths to scare me. They are meant to 

love me.” We may need to apply 5 or 6 or more different passages to ourselves in the course of short time to 
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combat the devil’s whispers. We may be driving along or exercising and suddenly you realize the devil is 

attacking you with one of God’s own truths. That’s when you remind yourself of who Jesus is for you and what 

he does for you.  

Who are you, Jesus? It’s a question that comes up often. And one which Jesus always answers. Who are 

you, Jesus? Are you what we are looking for? Yes. Jesus is exactly who he says he is and exactly what we are 

looking for and need. These gospel promises on the screen are strong statements. And we need strong 

statements like these. Sometimes in Bible studies or other occasions I get to hear some of the prayer requests we 

make. And wow. Some of them take my breath away. There are big things happening in our lives. Are you or 

your loved ones facing serious illnesses? Are you worried about the future? Are you worried about the growing 

coolness toward Christianity in our society? Do you wonder about death? Are you looking to have a sense of 

belonging? Are you looking for guidance? Are you looking for love? Do you worry about your children, your 

grandchildren? What other things do we long for and need? 

Who are you, Jesus? We may ask the question often, but thank the Lord, we know the answer. He is our 

powerful, loving shepherd who gives us promises like these. Exactly what we need. And we as his sheep 

eagerly listen because the message and the promises are so wonderful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


